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Abstract 

The term “ghost gun” is used by media, police, and sometimes the firearms industry to describe homemade weapons devoid 
of serial numbers or other identifying markings that enable them to be tracked to their maker, seller, or original owner. A 
ghost gun subverts the entire gun violence prevention system entirely — as it doesn’t automatically get stamped with a serial 
number, isn’t sold by a federally licensed dealer, doesn’t generate paperwork, and does not go through any background 
checks. This proposal addresses the production of these ghost guns in the following instances: when firearm dealers sell gun 
parts online, or in-person, in the form of frames, receivers, or kits, or when individuals download blueprints for firearms 
online and 3D print them. The scale of the problem in California is extensive, with the ATF reporting that a third of 
recovered firearms in CA are ghost guns. Because California’s loose laws on ghost guns perpetuate crime and violence, we 
propose a policy that would stop the exemption of ghost guns from current law, end online manufacturing, and roll back the 
proliferation of such weapons in the state. 

 

Youth Perspective on Gun Violence    Catholic Perspective on this Issue 

We believe that gun violence is a life issue, one that affects our most 
fundamental right to life. We should have the ability to attend school 
and live without threats of violence. We stand as a unified front to 
defend this right and advocate for those who have already suffered as a 
result of poor gun safety laws, inadequate regulations, and a lack of 
action. 
 

Moreover, gun violence is detrimental to youth’s mental health. 
Situations that are perceived as unpredictable and uncontrollable are 
much more likely to bring on high levels of helplessness, anxiety, and 
fear. Due to this, youth are often left with overwhelming feelings of 
stress and fear from witnessing shootings or even from preparative 
measures such as lock-down drills. 
 

Our generation believes plain and simple: enough is enough. It’s time to 
end gun violence. 

  Gun violence fails to respect the inherent 
dignity and value of every human life. The 
terrible atrocities that have resulted from mass 
shootings have stolen many innocent lives in 
an instant. Violence that inflicts an incredible 
amount of suffering, grief, and death is simply 
intolerable in any society. 
 

As such, the USCCB consistently and 
vehemently urges policy changes in the wake 
of gun violence tragedies that have become far 
too frequent in our nation. Specifically, the 
USCCB supports measures that control the 
sale and use of firearms, along with universal 
background checks for gun purchases. 

 

The Problem 

● In a recent report by LA Times, the Glendale regional branch of the ATF announced 30% of confiscated guns in its 
vaults were ghost guns; several hundred thousand of such guns exist across the nation. 

● The Trace reports in 2018 that in California, 2,214 ghost guns were registered and 6,000 receivers were seized; the 
percentage of seized ghost guns have increased exponentially in recent years: a 940% increase from 2017 to 2018. 
These firearms have been used in domestic violence cases, mass shootings, homicides and robberies. 

● According to Giffords Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence, ghost guns, or firearms assembled from kits or 3D 
Printers, pose a great threat to public safety, allowing people prohibited from owning firearms to create/own them. 

 

 



 

 
 

The Problem (ctd.) 

● Creative retailers have managed to skirt background checks and serialization by selling “unfinished frames” such as 
lower receivers. However, current regulations allow manufacturers to sell a gun as an unfinished product even 
though 80% of the gun and its moving parts are ready to be in use. This allows people to buy the primary parts of a 
gun, finishing the creation of the weapon at home. Lack of orthodox manufacturing processes allow these guns to 
be exempt from background checks and waiting periods. 

● Current CA law passed in 2016 requires residents to register homemade weapons with law enforcement, and further 
outlaws the possession of unregistered ghost guns. However, records obtained by The Trace and NBC Bay Area 
indicate that the law has had little effect. Compliance with the law is low, and prosecutors have never brought 
charges under the new statute. 

 

MAP’s Solution 

This proposal contains a two-pronged policy solution, due to the multi-faceted nature of this issue: 
 

● End the exemption of the sale of guns / gun parts in kits from background checks and wait times by redefining them 
as virtually complete weapons. This will apply all current federal and state gun safety regulation to weapons currently 
exempt under the 80% loophole. 

○ By redefining kits as virtually complete weapons, this will effectively end direct online sales of gun kits, 
including frames, receivers, or any part of a gun whatsoever under The Gun Control Act of 1968. Websites 
like ghostguns.com currently sell gun kits or other firearm components under the 80% loophole to the 
consumer via direct mail. This proposal would end this practice. 

● End the distribution of both computer code capable of manufacturing firearms and firearm components built using 
a 3D printer. 

○ Further outlaw the use of 3D printers to produce a firearm or firearm components, including a receiver or 
magazine, unless the acquirer is registered or licensed by the state as a firearm manufacturer or vendor. 

 

Effective Implementation and Enforcement 
 

This is a first-step proposal to address the issue of ghost guns—and thus effective implementation, enforcement, and 
oversight would need to be prescribed by the CA legislature with input from all relevant law enforcement agencies. The 
following are some initial steps recommended for the adequate enforcement of the policies above: 
 

● Require all police departments to report annually on the types of firearms seized to better understand the scope of 
the problem. 

● The Department of Justice must provide an annual report reviewing any funding on the appropriation of this law on 
the effectiveness of this proposal to the California State Legislature. 

 

 


