
 

 

Climate Solutions Act of 2019 

● This bill establishes renewable energy standards, energy saving targets, and greenhouse gas emission reduction 
targets. 

● By 2035, 100% of electricity must be generated from renewable sources. 
● DOE must also set regulations that establish cumulative energy savings targets for retail electric energy and natural 

gas suppliers to achieve via improvements in energy efficiency and a market-based trading system. 
● The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) must ensure that U.S. greenhouse gas emissions (1) in 2035 are at 

least 40% below those in 1990, and (2) in 2050 are at least 80% below those in 1990. 
 
 

MAP Perspective on H.R. 330 

According to the Environmental Protection Agency, global carbon emissions from fossil fuels have significantly increased 
since 1900. Since 1970, CO2 emissions have increased by about 90%, with emissions from fossil fuel combustion and 
industrial processes contributing about 78% of the total greenhouse gas emissions increase from 1970 to 2011. 
 

Oceans have warmed, the amounts of snow and ice have diminished and the sea level has risen. From 1901 to 2010, the 
global average sea level rose by 19 cm as oceans expanded due to warming and ice melted. The sea ice extent in the Arctic has 
shrunk in every successive decade since 1979, with 1.07 × 106 km² of ice loss per decade. 
 

Given current concentrations and ongoing emissions of greenhouse gases, it is likely that by the end of this century global 
mean temperature will continue to rise above the pre-industrial level. The world’s oceans will warm and ice melt will 
continue. Average sea level rise is predicted to be 24–30 cm by 2065 and 40–63 cm by 2100 relative to the reference period of 
1986–2005. Most aspects of climate change will persist for many centuries even if emissions are stopped.  

 
 

Youth Perspective on Climate Change    Catholic Perspective on this Issue 

We have seen the direct impacts of climate change from the 
increasing prominence of wildfires on the West Coast to 
the increased intensity of hurricanes and sea-level rising on 
the East Coast. We also understand that climate change is a 
worldwide issue. Although over 187 countries have 
affirmed the Paris Climate Agreement, the United States 
has left the Agreement and has begun policies that are 
contrary to the core principles. Thus, we believe that not 
only does the US need to re-engage and lead the world in 
emission reductions via the Paris Agreement, but also pass 
legislation that enforce a steady reduction needs to be 
passed. Thus, we support the Climate Solutions Act of 2019 
as we believe that it can do just that. 

  “We need a conversation which includes everyone, since 
the environmental challenge we are undergoing, and its 

human roots, concern and affect us all.” 
 —Pope Francis 

 
The Catholic perspective follows the belief that we should 
be stewards of the environment. We should care for the 
land that will be used by future generations; creation is a 
gift from God and provides us with the basis for our lives, 
yet it can so easily and so often taken for granted.  Care for 
creation ensures that we don’t neglect, but protect and 
respect the gift that is our natural environment.  

 

 


