
 
 

Abstract 

Children form their beliefs at a young age, yet high levels of misinformation make climate denialism increasingly rampant. 
MAP believes it is necessary to target climate denialism from a young age by implementing specialized education from grades 
3 to 5, educating students on the impacts of climate degradation and environmental justice efforts. Climate education fosters 
responsibility for the future and an understanding of the repercussions of climate change just as history enables us to learn 
from the past. It’s a critical foundation for every child’s understanding of the world because sustainability — meeting the 
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs — is a policy and 
practice of the utmost importance. Just as the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change reports, time is of the essence, 
and action must be direct and immediate. Through hands-on courses on climate change, California students can acquire the 
knowledge they need to mitigate the effect of climate change. 

 

Youth Perspective on this Issue    Catholic Perspective on this Issue 

As students, it is appalling to us that the only avenue to hone 
our knowledge on climate change is through extra-curricular 
activities and independent study which lack incentive and 
access—school curriculums provide little educational 
opportunities on this subject matter, especially for primary 
education.  

Yet, perhaps more importantly, as future voters and 
change-makers, we find it of the utmost importance to institute 
some sort of climate education, if not simply for expanding our 
horizons but for allowing us to make educated, informed 
decisions regarding our planet. 

  We need a conversation which includes everyone, since 
the environmental challenge we are undergoing, and its 

human roots, concern and affects us all.” 
 —Pope Francis 

 
Laudato Si, an encyclical by Pope Francis, cautions 
against the reckless waste and misuse of resources so as 
to preserve our planet for future generations. His call 
for us to be more conscious of our direct and indirect 
role in environmental degradation prompts us to push 
for concrete solutions to remedy our natural 
environment. 

 

The Problem 

● The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), which includes more than 1,300 scientists from the United 
States and other countries, forecasts a temperature rise of 2.5 to 10 degrees Fahrenheit over the next century. 

● Unfortunately, The Guardian has concluded that the United States is a hotbed of climate change denial in 
comparison to other countries.  

○ A total of 13% of Americans polled in a 23-country survey conducted by the YouGov-Cambridge 
Globalism Project agreed with the statement that the climate is changing “but human activity is not 
responsible at all.” A further 5% said the climate was not changing. 

● Specifically, the fossil fuel industry and political lobbyists have spent the past 30 years dispelling concerns regarding 
climate change. Estimates by Forbes and Statista indicate that the world’s five largest publicly-owned oil and gas 
companies spend $200 million a year on lobbying to control, delay, or block binding climate policy. 

 



 
 
 

The Problem (ctd.) 

● Yet, this has only intensified lobbying turning ignorance to vicious protests dubbed “climate sadism”. Such methods 
have been employed to mock young people protecting climate inaction such as 16-year-old Greta Thunberg.  

● In fact, according to NPR, 86% of teachers believe climate change should be taught in schools. Despite this, 55% of 
teachers explained they are unable to cover climate change in their own classrooms or even discuss it with students. 

 

MAP’s Solution 

Thus, to better inform students of climate change, implementing climate education into school curriculums, specifically into 
grades 3-5. This would insert units of climate education—each two weeks long—into science classes. In order to tackle all the 
complexities regarding climate change denial from a young age our proposal advocates for the following components: 

● First, students would learn about the biosphere, terrestrial biomes, and ecosystems. 
● Then, they would move onto examining greenhouse gases, and the ensuing climate change occurring; the proper 

language that should be used is “climate crisis,” to reference how it is not gradual but it is a direct existential threat 
right now. 

● After students become more familiar with the science behind the climate crisis and its physical impact on our planet, 
they can apply this knowledge to other areas, such as the history of climate change and the social impacts of climate 
change. Examples of activities include examining the connection between greenhouse gasses and global warming, 
discussions with students, chemistry experiments to model real-world processes, and a wildfire spread scenario.  

By including a variety of educational and interactive activities, students would learn in a fun, engaging manner while still 
connecting the model scenarios to the reality of the dire, devastating impacts these issues cause. Furthermore, the activities 
will end with a direct call to action, encouraging students to take up the cause and make the change. 

 
 
 

 


