
 

  

Assembly Bill No. 1688 

This bill 
● Amends the Penal Code to call the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation and California Rehabilitation 

Oversight Board to allow it to better assess the performance of the department in multiple departments 
○ They would have to contract with an external researcher to analyze the effectiveness of programs.  
○ The report would include adverse actions taken against rehabilitation programs, performance targets, and a 

corrective action plan. 
● Enforces processes to ensure that inmates who are education, and vocational training programs 

 
 

MAP’s Perspective on A.B. 1688 

MAP supports this bill.  
We believe in an equitable criminal justice system that can be established through an updated review that highlights the 
current system’s deficiencies and strengths. This bill would allocate more funding to rehabilitative programs and address 
shortcomings present in our criminal justice system. We believe that this bill must be implemented either in conjunction with 
or after a thorough analysis of past successful rehabilitative programs and studies into how such programs can be further 
improved. Although the current systems in place has many flaws, we strongly maintain that the notion and proper 
implementation of rehabilitative programs holds the valuable potential to give the formerly incarcerated a fair chance to 
re-integrate to society by providing them with essential resources and educational opportunities, and a comprehensive law to 
enforce this would be the most effective method. We notice that the governor sees this as necessitating an administrative 
response. First, MAP would like to express appreciation for the work the House and the Senate has done to support this bill. 
We strongly believe that the persistent problem of recidivism warrants an all-encompassing legislative solution. 

 

Youth Perspective on Criminal Justice    Catholic Perspective on this Issue 

The punitive aspects of the Criminal Justice System harm 
youth in many ways, especially when young individuals 
may enter jail at an early age. A comprehensive overhaul 
of the system would allow these prisoners to receive a 
proper education so they can succeed once they are 
released from prison. This is crucial and important 
because we cannot hope to integrate these youths back 
into society unless they have the necessary skills to 
succeed in the outside world. The rehabilitative and 
educational opportunity provided through this bill would 
allow formerly incarcerated youth to become active 
members of the society who have access to resources and 
pathways to thrive that every youth requires and deserves. 

  As students from a Catholic high school, we believe that the 
United States Criminal Justice system is in need of reform to 
help those who need it help the most. For example, those 
who are illiterate or those who do not get enough education 
would be given more attention so that they would be given 
more opportunities in our society. By giving those more 
specialized and tailored services, our Criminal Justice system 
would be able to help everyone that is involved, thus fulfilling 
the Catholic mindset of standing in solidarity with every 
participant of our society, including those who may have 
committed a wrong. By providing a new pathway for more 
education and opportunities, we believe that as students from 
a Catholic high school, we would be taking appropriate steps 
to help the inmates of America.  

 

 


